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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE II, MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS.
The quotations in the ensuing section are from a British Museum copy of Bishop Lesley's
"Right, Title and Interest" of the Queen of Scots. The titles of other editions are undernoted from
the "Catalogue of the Valuable and Extensive Library of the late John Scott, Esqre, CJB., Halkshill,
Largs, Ayrshire .... sold by auction by Messrs. Sotheby " &c. &c. in 1905. As explained in the
Preface, Scott aimed at making his collection complete, within chosen limits: "Interested
professionally as a shipbuilder, in marine architecture and engineering, and, as a yachtsman, in
navigation and seamanship," his Naval Section (pp. 265 to 288) contained many books of " extreme
rarity." "As a Colonel of Artillery in the Volunteer Force" he was as attracted to martial as to
maritime themes, Geography and cartography, early science of the XIV and XV centuries; also
i6th century theology on both sides, appealed to him.
The "outstanding" importance of the Library" consisted of "Scottish books and Manuscripts";
and " the famous Mary Queen of Scots collection " was " by far the finest in any library, and of
many of the books in it no other copies are known. Of the 289 named in Mr. Scott's
' Bibliography of BooJ(s relating to Mary Queen of Scots, 7554-7700' printed in 1896 for the
Edinburgh Bibliographical Society," [25 copies only] " no less than 200 " are included in the Sale
Catalogue . . . . " There are, besides, at least 24 others obtained after the issue of the Bibliography."
No Scottish patriot came forward in 1905 to save for the nation a Library which brought only
^18,250 when the treasures were scattered and dispersed among hundreds of purchasers, but which
would have been of immeasurably more value if kept intact.
As to the treatise by Bishop Lesley, which from 1569 to 1587 was the most important publication
on behalf of his ill-fated Queen, the following were the principal editions in Scott's possession:
(i.) 1569 A.D. "A Defence of the Honour of the Right Highe Mightye & Noble Princesse
Marie Qttene of Scotlande & dowager of France, with a declaration as well of her right title and
interest to the Succession of the Crowne o\ England" &c. " Imprinted^ at London in Flete Strttc,
at the Signe of Justice Royall against the Blac\ Bull, fy Eusebius Dicaeophile anno 1569" (Spurious
imprint. Most likely printed in France. Only 4 copies known to Sotheby. Catalogue p. 165.)
(2.) 1571. The same: " made by Morgan Philippes, Bachelor of Divinity. An. 1567." sm. 8vo.
Leodii apud Gualt. Morberium. 1571.
(3.) 1571,   The same: "An. 1571."
(4.) 1580. " dc Tittdo et Jure Sereniss. Principis_ Mariae Scotorum Regime quo Regni Angliae
Successionem sibi juste vendicat, libellm; et De lllustrium Foeminarum in Reipufa* ferendis legibus
auctoritate." sm: 410. " Rhemis, Jo. Fogny, 1580."
Two title pages within woodcut armorial borders. (Folding Genealogical table).
(5.) 1584. "A Treatise touching the Right, Title and Interest of the most excellent Princesse
Mary Queene of Scotland, and of the most noble King James, her Graces Sonne to the Succession of
the Crowne of England; wherein is contained as well a Genealogie of the Competitors pretending
to the same Crowne" &c. 1584. (Folding Genealogical table).
Portraits on verso of title page (See collotype reproduction, E.E. plate 5) No name of printer
or place of printing.

